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6th November 2025 

PRESS RELEASE 

Back to the Bush Indigenous Corporation statement relating to fee reforms on public recreational land. 

More national parks do not automatically guarantee greater 

protection of land and wildlife. 

Back to the Bush Indigenous Corporation (BTBIC) ICN 10152 and sister organisations - the Treaty Council 

and Sacred Sites Preservation Project Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporations ICN 9045 & 9279 is 

an environmental charity advocating for the reform of failing conservation frameworks and the enduring 

wilderness and conservation myth. 

“We support means that are inclusive, self-regulated and balances 

environmental and recreational outcomes.” 

- Back to the Bush Indigenous Corporation 

The decision by the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) to impose new fee schemes or lease 

management of public campgrounds is another symptom of a system that is failing both people and the 

environment. This is not about better management of human interaction with the environment; it is about 

monetising access while maintaining the same laws that prevent real care for Country and the policies that 

authorise access arrangements. 

Environmental Concerns: 

• The legislative frameworks remain incompatible with effective ecological management. The same 

Acts that limit or prohibit adequate ecological-cultural burning, thinning, and on-ground restoration are 

now being used to justify the leasing strategy. 

• Conservation land is already in ecological decline due to decades of fire suppression, over-regulation, 

and legislative contradictions. Leasing campgrounds will not address the plethora of issues plaguing 

the tenures which include widespread environmental change, dieback, weed and pest infestations, 

destructive fire regimes, and fire debt occurring under the regime. 

• The environmental argument is being used to mandate the acceleration of prohibitions and restrictions 

on public land. This is insincere and not realistic. Despite this rhetoric, the land continues to 

deteriorate, eventually into permanent ecological decline. 

• People are an essential part of maintaining Country and not a threat to it. Australia’s biospheres cannot 

be preserved by law, polices and idealised western scientific methodologies; they require people on the 

ground, managing and caring for them. Importantly Australian biospheres require endemic [natural] 

regimes. 

The scientific methodologies that underpin NSW’s environmental legislation have failed. We declare that the 

40-year experiment on our environment is over. This is the greatest environmental disaster in the nation’s 

history. Millions of hectares of national park and “protected” landscapes are experiencing ecological decline at 

a scale never seen before, dangerously mandated by incompatible scientific methodologies and contradictory 

laws. The noble legislation to protect, preserve and conserve has become the instrument of its destruction. 

https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity/charities/1538f2a0-012d-ed11-9db1-00224893b8c7/people
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This slow, and at times rapid, catastrophe is not obvious to Australians, as they inherently trust and expect 

land to be safe under protected under conservation mandates.  

Public attention is also diverted toward other moral mainstream environmental causes, such as ending native 

forest logging, endangered species campaigns, or activism to protect the Great Barrier Reef. This includes 

climate change. This macro force on the land is real, but it has become the convenient umbrella under which 

accountability is shifted away from the systemic failure of land management. The result is a dangerous 

illusion, while the collapse of Country under the current contradictions remains unseen, unspoken, and 

unresolved. 

National parks are traditional Allodial Aboriginal land, today they are public land. They must remain 

accessible to all Australians, including Indigenous custodians who are repeatedly tokenised in policy yet 

prevented from practising culture or managing Country by their own right. 

With this latest development, we believe the NPWS has shifted focus from ecological outcomes to revenue 

streams, from carbon credit schemes that discourage burning to leasing campgrounds and raising entry fees. 

Land management, however, is not rocket science. On actively managed land, cultural burning and holistic 

stewardship are low-cost, high-impact solutions that enhance biodiversity and community wellbeing. 

• National parks are not safe spaces for the environment under current frameworks. 

• Leasing and monetisation are not a systematic solution to reversing the existing ecological and social 

divide. 

• Reforming the legislative and management frameworks is the only path to healing both Country and 

community. 

Responsible Recreational Use: 

While the exact percentage is debated, only a small fraction of NSW’s 7-million-hectare park estate is legally 

available for camping. Since COVID, access has further narrowed through mandatory bookings, fee 

requirements, new regulations that now ban camping (unless it’s within an officially designated and 

recognised site), and increased fees. Many traditional camping areas have been closed altogether. Agencies 

have used the pandemic to accelerate regulatory tightening, leaving vast areas of public land ‘locked’ away 

from responsible bush users. We believe natural disaster recovery funding grants have been used to build new 

barriers that were never there, when the money should have been used toward replacing assets destroyed and 

rehabilitating environments. 

Back to the Bush believes this policy represents a broader environmental and social paradigm. Public land 

should remain in public hands, accessible to all responsible bush users and managed under a model that 

integrates Aboriginal and on-indigenous generational stewardship, local knowledge, and practical ecology.  

The observational evidence we present demonstrates the current frameworks are failing our environment, this 

is backed by a growing number of experts in the scientific community, outside practitioners of the wilderness 

doctrine. Thus, imposing further restrictions and costs on Australians will not enhance environmental value 

and continue to divide the community. 
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https://backtothebush.org.au/
https://www.treaty-council.com/
https://www.instagram.com/back2thebush/
https://www.facebook.com/4wdsydney
https://www.linkedin.com/company/backtothebush/
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About Back to the Bush   

Back to the Bush Indigenous Corporation (ICN 10152) is an indigenous-led social and environmental charity 

that focuses on protecting and preserving Australia's diverse environments through the involvement of local 

indigenous tribal communities in tandem with the preservation and continuation of indigenous culture. The 

Charity also advances the environment across all land and community frameworks through a myriad of 

conservation initiatives and projects, advocacy and the protection of indigenous culture and heritage within 

the environment. 

Established in 2010, Back to the Bush's community philanthropy extends to a wide-ranging social enterprise 

strategy. That includes volunteering time and deploying physical resources in imperilled communities and 

environments.  

Additionally, the charity engages in grassroots community initiatives and First Nations interests in partnership 

with tribal councils of several indigenous nations and the Sacred Sites Preservation Project Indigenous 

Corporation, as well as myriad land management practices and frontline responses to natural disaster 

arrangements.  

Back to the Bush is co-directed by the Treaty Council ATIC and Sacred Sites Preservation Project ATIC. 

Recognising our Sister Organisations: 
The charity is formally backed and endorsed by our sister Indigenous Corporations, with directors and 

members of the respective organisations holding mutual officeholder positions in the Corporation. 

Treaty Council Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation 

All Indigenous people have the human right to prosper & grow their land & seas.  

The Treaty Council was formed to financially empower and establish pathways to economic independence 

for the Indigenous nations it represents, focusing on facilitating economic treaties between Indigenous groups 

and business interests. The council comprises several First Nations business and media consultants, 

international corporate investors, and constitutional legal experts.  

The Treaty Council assists with exercising sovereignty, access, and economic support to develop, protect & 

sustain their lands & seas, leading to a more autonomous and independent life for future generations without 

government involvement and dependency. 

The Treaty Council is a member of Back to the Bush Indigenous Corporation. 

Sacred Sites Preservation Project Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Corporation 

 

The Sacred Sites Preservation Project mission is to preserve and protect sacred sites and safeguard the 

rights of allodial owners. The organisation’s sacred sites registry is the only collective registry in Australia 

owned by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nations and clans. With a comprehensive team of volunteers, 

the project acts urgently by independently surveying, recording, rehabilitating, and lobbying to protect and 

preserve sacred sites. 

The Sacred Sites Preservation Project is a Back to the Bush Indigenous Corporation member. 
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